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family of Pleasance or Pleasants in the sixteenth or seventeenth cen- 
turies was distinctly of the middle class. As far as I can determine the 
name, during these centuries was almost entirely confined to the 
counties of Norfolk and Suffolk. The earliest English record of the 
name so far encountered is the Norwich reference of 1454. The name 
Itself is probably derived from Plaisaunce, the name of an old French 
town. Norwich was the principal seat of the worsted weaving industry 
and large numbers of French weavers came there in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. There is not sufficient evidence at present to 
determine whether Norwich or the neighborhood of Bury St. Edmunds 
in Suffolk, where there were a large number of the name early in the 
sixteenth century, is the original seat of the family. If the latter, an 
earlier Norman origin is quite probable. In either event the French 
extraction seems unquestionable. The Suffolk branch became a county 
family of some little wealth and prominence, and as early as 1576 was 
entitled to bear arms. (Visitation of Suffolk.) 

A branch of the family also rose to considerable prominence in Ire- 
land during the eighteenth century, Thomas Pleasants of Dublin, a 
noted philanthropist contributing large sums for hospitals and for 
establishing a home for worsted weavers. (National Biography.) Frag- 
ments of a correspondence still extant between Robert Pleasants of 
Virginia, and Charles Pleasants of Dublin, written just prior to the 
Revolution, refer to the kinship of the two branches, (see also Gentle- 
man's Magazine 1818, I, 113, 116.) It seems almost certain from these 
letters and a series of Irish wills in my possession, that this Irish branch 
is in direct descent from Thomas 6 , brother of the emigrant. The arms 
of the Dublin branch differ in only a few details from the Suffolk 
family. 

It is hoped that additional research may carry back the Norwich line 
still further, and that more light may be thrown upon the origin of this 
family. 

Copies of the wills of John Pleasants, the emigrant, and his wife wilt 
follow. 

(to be continued.) 



THE GREGORY FAMILY, &c. 

(continued) 

Elizabeth Gregory, a sister of James Gregory, who married Patience 
Godwin, married Rev. Daniel Earl, an English clergyman. Rev. Daniel 
Earl succeeded the Rev. Clement Hall, the first rector of St. Paul's 
Parish, Edenton, upon his death in 1758, and remained rector of the 
parish until his death in 1785. They had two children, Elizabeth Earl 
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and Ann Earl. After the death of his wife, Elizabeth, Rev. Daniel Earl 
married widow Charity Jones, but had no issue by her. Ann Earl died 
unmarried, leaving a will dated 2tst June, 1796. Elizabeth Earl on 
10th day of February, 1785, married Charles Johnson of Chowan county, 
N. C, and had only one child, Charles Earl Johnson. Charles Johnson 
survived his wife and died in 1802. In his will dated 23d July, 1802, he 
mentions a son, Thomas, who was by his former wife whom he married 
in England, before coming to this country. There is on record a report 
of the division of his estate in 1804, between his two children, Thomas 
Johnson and Charles Earl Johnson. It appears that this Thomas 
Johnson died without issue. Charles Johnson was a member of Con- 
gress for the Edenton District at the time of his death, and was suc- 
ceeded in Congress for that district by Genl. Thomas Wynns, a brother 
of Mary Wynns who married James Gregory (2). Hon. Charles Johnson 
was a man of great wealth and distinction. He served in the Senate 
of the General Assembly from 1781 to 1792. 

Charles Earl Johnson lived at his place on the Chowan River, called 
Banden, in Chowan county, N. C. He married Ann Williams Taylor 
of Franklin county, N. C, and had the following children : Elizabeth 
Earl Johnson, Charles Earl Johnson, Lucius Junius Johnson, Daniel 
Earl Johnson, Ann Williams Taylor Johnson, James Madison Johnson, 
Cornelia Johnson and Virginia Johnson. Of these children Daniel Earl 
Johnson and Cornelia Johnson died unmarried. Virginia Johnson is 
still living unmarried. 

Lucius Junius Johnson married Mary Isabella Granbery, daughter of 
Col. Josiah Thomas Granbery and Sarah Ann Baker Sawyer, and their 
descendants are given in the account of the descendants of Thomas 
Granbery, son of Josiah Granbery and Ann Gregory. 

Elizabeth Earl Johnson married Dr. Alexander Henderson, and died 
leaving her said husband and three children surviving her, to-wit: 
Elizabeth Earl Henderson, Jane Benedicta Henderson and Caroline 
Elizabeth Henderson. Alexander Henderson was the son of Maj. 
Pleasant Henderson of Chapel Hill, N. C, and his mother was Sarah 
Martin, niece to Gov. Alexander Martin, thrice governor of North 
Carolina, and daughter of Col. James Martin. 

Elizabeth Earle Henderson married Lieut. Lawrence Simmons Baker, 
U. S. Army, later Brigadier General in the Confederate Army. He was 
the son of Mary Wynns Gregory, daughter of James Gregory (2) and 
Mary Wynns, a sister of Mrs. Genl. John Hodges, and his father was 
Dr. John Burgess Baker, son of Maj. Lawrence Baker of the Revolution, 
distinguished in arms and in the councils of his State. They have had 
four children: (a) Wm. T. Baker who married Susan Green Hodges, 
daughter of Wm. Henry Harrison Hodges, son of Genl. John Hodges 
and Mary A. Griswald. He and his wife have died, leaving two boys, 
now young men, William Hodges Baker and Lawrence Simmons Baker; 
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(b) Alexander Henderson Baker who married Mary Claudia Phillips, 
daughter of Dr. Edward Dove Phillips and Mary Matilda Riddick; (c) 
Elizabeth Earl Baker who has lately married Frederick Brooks Hub- 
bell; (d) Stuart Sigourney Baker unmarried. 

Jane Benedict Henderson married William Walters Harris, son of 

' Harris from Pleasant Hill, near Weldon, and Sarah Walters of 

Norfolk, daughter of Joseph M. Walters. They had only one child, 
William Walters Harris. 

Caroline Elizabeth Henderson married first, John Tunis of Norfolk, 
and had by him John Waddy Tunis, who died in infancy, and Minnie 
Leigh Tunis who married Dr. Norcop of Asheville, N. C, and had by 
him no children, and then married Carroll Mercer, U. S. A., and had by 
him Violetta Mercer and Lucy Page Mercer; second, Caroline Elizabeth 
Henderson married Andrew Sigourney of Norfolk, and had by him one 
child, Martha, who married Harry S. Herman, the present treasurer of 
Norfolk. She married thirdly, Dr. W. M. King, Medical Director, U. S. 
N., and died without issue by him. 

Ann Williams Taylor Johnson married Dr. Richard Beverley Baker, 
son of Dr. John Burgess Baker and Mary Winns Gregory. Dr. John 
Burgess Baker was the son of Maj. Lawrence Baker and Maria Burgess. 
Dr. Richard Beverley Baker and his wife had the following children: 
Nannie Baker, Mary Baker, John Burgess Baker, Susan Virginia Baker 
and Beverly Earl Baker. 

Dr. James Madison Johnson married Mary Weldon Smith and had the 
following children: Betty Norfleet Johnson, Cornelia Johnson, Lucius 
Junius Johnson and Richard F. J. Johnson. 

Dr. Charles Earl Johnson settled in Raleigh, was eminent in his profes- 
sion, and was during the Civil War, Surgeon General of his State. He 
married first, Emily Skinner, daughter of Charles Worth Skinner and 
Mary Creecy, and had by her Mary Johnson, Ann Johnson, Elizabeth Earl 
Johnson, Emily S. Johnson, Charles Earl Johnson; and he married 
secondly, Frances Lenox Iredell, daughter of James Iredell and Frances 
Johnston Tredwell. James Iredell was born in Edenton, N. C. He was 
a member of the House of Commons for many years; was speaker of 
the Housi; was judge of the Superior Court; governor of his State and 
United States Senator from North Carolina. His father was attorney 
general of the State, and in 1790 was appointed by President George 
Washington, Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 
Dr. Charles Earl Johnson had by his second wife, Frances Lenox Iredell, 
the following children : Frances Iredell Johnson, Charles Earl Johnson, 
James Iredell Johnson, Samuel Iredell Johnson and Helen Blair Johnson. 
For an account of his children see The North Carolina Historical and 
Genealogical Register, Vol. s, No. 2, pp. 166, 167. 



